VOL. XVII, No. 7 SATURDA 


FIVE CENTS MARCH 21, 1931 


Protest Discrimination Against Married Women 


Leaders in the National Woman's Party at opening of two-day Regional Conference on “Unemployment as 
“Tt Affects Women,” held at the Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts, on March 12-13. Left to right: 
Alice Lee West Movius, Chairman of the Massachusetts Branch of the Party; Anita Pollitzer of South Caro- . 
lina, National Vice-Chairman; Florence Bayard Hilles of Delaware, National Vice-Chairman; Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley, Chairman of the National Council; Elsie Hill, Member of the National Council and Connecticut 
State Chairman; Edith Houghton Hooker, Member of the National Council and Editor of the Party Maga- 
zine, Equal Rights; Jane Norman Smith of New York City, Vice-Chairman for New York State. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


rhe object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
arena Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by P. Nys, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House April 25, 1929, 
by REPRESENTATIVE W. 
Pennsylvania. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Equal Rights 


A New Day Dawns 


HE invitation of the Secretary-General of the Council of the Fes of 
"| wations to various international organizations of women requesting 

them to appoint members of a special committee to advise the Council 
with regard to the question of women’s nationality heralds the dawn of a 
new day in Feminist achievement. On another page of this issue we reprint 
the invitation in full as communicated to us for publication by the Inter- 
American Commission of Women. 

This document promises to be historic, in that it marks the beginning of 
a new epoch in the relation of women to the law. Never before have women 
been called to the Councils qf the Nations, never before have they been 
requested by men to participate in the determination of their own destinies 
on an international scale. 

It is a victory of the first rank in the unending struggle for human liberty, 
and it was achieved largely through the efforts of three Latin-American mem- 
bers of the Council—M. José Matos of Guatemala, who introduced the resolu- 
tion; M. C. Zumeta, Venezuelan Minister to Paris, and M. José Maria Barreto 
of Peru. All three were splendid in their steadfastness in insisting upon the 
consideration of the women’s proposal by the Council. The Persian and 
Japanese members also gave magnificent support. 

In addition the women of all nations owe a debt of gratitude to M. Avenol, 
Secretary-General of the Council, for his prompt decision to utilize the per- 
mission granted him under the resolution to set up the women’s committee. 


It's a Poor Rule 


HAT married women are adult human beings, fully accountable for 
z= own behavior, and that they can no longer properly be classed with 

minors and defectives in their relation to the law, has at last been 
recognized by one group of the legal profession, 

Declaring that any belief that the modern woman is dominated by her 
husband is ridiculous, the State’s Attorneys’ Association of Maryland on 
March 7 announced that it would ask the Legislature to abolish a prseumption 
that a woman who violates the law in the presence of her husband is coerced 
into doing so. 

“The presumption that a woman who violates the law in the presence of 
her husband is acting under coercion is ridiculous,’ Herbert R. O’Conor, 
State’s Attorney for Baltimore City, said. “Members of the committee do not 
believe that in this day and generation women are subservient or are domi- 
nated by their husbands. 

“The presumption is a relic of the distant past, and we feel it should be 
abolished. We have had one case in the Baltimore courts recently in which 
a woman who participated in a robbery got off free because of this pre- 
sumption.” 

We commend the timely action of the State’s Attorneys’ Association and 
rejoice that a group of men has so unexpectedly come to the succor of our sex. 
For it is after all a high compliment that the State’s Attorneys’ Association 
has paid to womankind. , 

Our hope now is that these intelligent men will follow their decision 
through to its rational consequences. If women are to be regarded as adult 
human beings amenable just as their brothers are to the punitive provisions 
of the law, it would seem only just that their rights and privileges as full- 
fledged citizens also should be recognized. It is hardly fair to treat women 
as adults where responsibilities are concerned and then to degrade them to 
the class of minors and defectives as soon as rights and privileges enter the 
scene. 

Either women are grown-up citizens in their relation to the law, or they 
are perennial minors. They cannot be both adults and children in the same 
breath. 

If the State’s Attorneys’ Association is sincere in its attitude toward 
women and if its members have reasoning minds, a corollary will be added 
to its recommendation to the Maryland General Assembly, namely, the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

So far the State’s Attorneys’ Association has made no pronouncement 
even on so basic a matter as jury service for women. We await a statement 
with eager anticipation. Surely if women are intelligent enough to be pun- 
ished equally with men under the law, they are intelligent enough also to 
have a hand in the punishing. 

It’s a poor rule that doesn’t work both ways. 
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Brilliant Speakers Address Boston Conference 


met together at the Copley-Plaza 

Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts, on 
March 12-13 for the two days’ session of 
the New England Regional Conference of 
the National Woman’s Party on “Unem- 
ployment as It Affects Women.” 

The conference was opened by Mrs. A. 
L. West Movius, chairman of the Massa- 
chusetts Branch, who thanked the dele- 
gates for coming, and said: 


“We are happy in an opportunity to 
exchange ideas and gather fresh strength 
and inspiration. Each one of us has 
looked forward to this conference as an 
opportunity to strengthen her resources. 
By resources I mean the intangibles of 
faith and courage, as well as the tangibles 
which are stalwart workers. We cannot 
hope to carry forward our work to a tri- 
umphant conclusion unless our own 
spirits stand supreme. 

“We must see our well-defined goals 
through clear and distinct pathways. We 
must sense achievement, because ours are 
principles so right and eternal that they 
must prevail. We must feel gratified that 
in so rapidly changing a world, where 
standards and values are subject to com- 
plete transformation and often oblivion, 
ours is a program fundamentally rooted 
in the needs of society, 

“We know that regardless of economic 
or social upheaval, the clinging to tradi- 
tions, or the destroying of them, the world 
will continue to be peopled by men and 
women in need of friendly co-operation. 
And we know that only the National 
Woman’s Party, of all active women’s 
groups today, offers a troubled world a 
genuine social direction.” 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party, re- 
plied for the delegates to Mrs. Movius’ 
welcome. 

At the afternoon session Mrs. Stephen 
H. P. Pell of New York City presided. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pell are owners of Fort 
Ticonderoga and are preserving it as an 
historical monument, one of many in- 
stances wherein they lead sentiment for 
international fellowship and understand- 
ing. 

Roma N. Hawkins, executive secretary 
for Massachusetts, described some unem- 
ployment conditions in Massachusetts. 
The general subject of “Woman’s Right 
to Work” was discussed by Florence 
Bayard Hilles of Wilmington, Delaware, 
and Jane Norman Smith described sey- 
eral aspects of the important and provoca- 
tive unemployment situation in New York 
City as it affects women who need to be 
engaged in gainful occupation. 

Following the afternoon session a de- 
lightful tea in honor of the visiting dele- 


Fr met 05 leaders from many States 


gates was given by Mrs. Movius at her 
residence in Beacon street. 


Militant defences of women’s right to 
work on the same basis with men, de- 
nunciations of legislation which restricts 
able women from working in the hours 
they wish to work, unemployment among 
the sex, and the general status of the 
Equal Rights movement were the subjects 
of the speakers at the evening session on 
March 12, over which Edith Houghton 
Hooker presided. 


Vigorous charges against a society in 
which women must still fight for their 
emancipation as well as work, and broad- 
sides against minimum wage laws were 
features of the addresses. 


An especially strong arraignment of 
the present status of women wage-earners 
was delivered by Mary Murray, chairman 
of the New York Industrial Council. 
Women pay the same price for every serv- 
ice and commodity, “including undertak- 
ing,’ Mrs. Murray argued, and therefore 
must have the chance to earn men’s wages 
if they can perform their work satisfac- 
torily. Minimum wage laws for women 
have only made the situation worse by 
causing employers to displace women and 
substitute men. 


She cited the Harvard scrubwomen in- 
cident as an example of the abuse she 
decried. Hundreds of elderly women, she 
said, were prevented from earning any 
kind of livelihood because they were not 
capable of earning the minimum wage, 
and could not work legally for less. Thus 
they could earn nothing toward their sup- 
port. Various welfare groups, Mrs. Mur- 
ray charged, because of a misguided view 
concerning minimum wage and other pro- 
tective legislation, were keeping wage- 
earners in underpaid jobs. 

The apathy and prejudices of legislators 
and employers concerning Equal Rights 
for women workers were attacked strong- 
ly by Anita Pollitzer of New York, who 
told the audience “It is nothing short of 
an outrage that in a land that is gallantly 
and glibly called the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, able-bodied, capable 
women must still put time and energy on 
their own emancipation. The only thing 
that would be worse would be that while 
matters are as they are today, women 
should not do anything about it.” 


Miss Pollitzer predicted that it was 
only a question of time until discrimina- 
tions against women solely because they 
were women would be abolished. 

“The unemployment situation is work- 
ing a terrific hardship on women,” she 
said, “and women will suffer in every 
crisis until we have accepted in custom 
and written into the highest law of our 
land that women shall have Equal Rights 


throughout the United States. We are 
going to Congress and will continue to go 
to Congress to press for the passage of 
the amendment until equality is recog- 
nized.” 

Protectionist laws which do not permit 
women to work during certain hours and 
for the wages they can obtain were severe- 
ly attacked by Maude Williams, a woman 
printer of New York, who told of the ef- 
forts of trade unions to resist women’s 
membership and the restrictions imposed 
by law on women who were capable of 
working. 

Other speakers at the evening session 
were Lois B. Rantoul of Boston on 
Women and Unemployment, Gail Laugh- 
lin of Maine, and Hugh Nixon, secretary 
of the Massachusetts Federation of 
Teachers, on the Problems of the Married 
Teacher, 


Gail Laughlin of Maine presided over 
the morning session on March 13, which 
culminated in the adoption of a resolu- 
tion, introduced by Elsie Hill, State chair- 
man of the Woman’s Party for Connecti- 
cut, and seconded by Mrs. Movius, read- 
ing as follows: 


“Be it resolved by the New England 
Regional Conference of the National 
Woman’s Party that we utterly condemn 
the present attempts throughout the coun- 
try and in our own New England States, 
by legislators, school boards, labor unions, 
and private employers to dismiss married 
women, or discriminate in any way 
against the employment of women under 
the guise of the unemployment crisis; and 
be it further 


“Resolved, That the conference ask the 
National Council of the National Woman’s 
Party to appoint a special national com- 
mittee to work with all State branches to 
co-ordinate the efforts made in each indi- 
vidual protest. Be it further 


“Resolved, That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be sent to the Governor and Com- 
missioner of Education of each one of the 
New England States.” 

At this session Muna Lee spoke on the 
Legislative Work of the State Branches 
of the Woman’s Party, and Mrs. Wiley 
reviewed the Congressional work. Eliza- 
beth Selden Rogers of New York gave a 
report of the international work. 

The afternoon session on March 13 was 
devoted to a showing of the historic lan- 
tern slides of the Suffrage Campaign. 

The climax of the conference was the 
dinner held at the Copley-Plaza, which 
was attended by more than two hundred 
people. Mrs. Movius welcomed the audi- 
ence and introduced Mrs. Wiley as toast- 
mistress. The speakers were Florence 
Bayard Hilles, Fanny Bunand-Sevastos, 
Georgia O’Keeffe, Inez Haynes Irwin, 
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Annie W. Goodrich, dean of the Yale Uni- 
versity School of Nursing, and Gail 
Laughlin. 

Miss Laughlin was the last speaker and 
brought the conference fittingly to a close 
by a thrilling speech, in which she urged 
women to unite for political action. 


Among the members of the Massachu- 
setts Executive Council whose hard work 
insured the success of the conference were 
Mrs. Movius, Mrs. Hawkins, Jessica Hen- 
derson, Alma Lutz, Marguerite Smith, 
Lois B. Rantoul, Marjorie Gillis and 
Genevieve Fuller. 


Equal Rights 


To Muna Lee and Rebecca Hourwich, 
who came on from New York in advance 
of the conference to help with the details, 
much credit must also be given. 

Further reports of the conference in the 
form of excerpts from some of the speeches 
will appear in next week’s issue. 


New York Denies Jury Service to Women 


TTENTION of the public of New 
A York State has been recently 
called anew to the rapidly growing 


strength of the demand of women that 


they be made eligible to sit in the courts 


of the State as jurors. 

At a packed hearing on the Mastick 
women jurors’ bills, held on March 4 
at the State Capitol, where representa- 
tives of fifty State and local organiza- 
tions, including the women’s divisions of 
the Republican and Democratic State 
Committees, jury service was declared to 
be the right, duty and privilege of a citi- 
zen, hence the obligation of women as 
citizens. 

For the first time in the eleven years 
during which this legislation has been 
agitated active opposition appeared. Law- 
yers claiming to represent a score of bar 
associations in three judicial districts of 
the State argued against the bills. Mr. 
John 8S. Leonard, a trial lawyer from the 
western part of the State, pointed out 
that jury service is a duty, not a privilege, 
and that these bills would extend the ser- 
vice to every woman in the State, that 
courthouses are not suited to any increase 
of jurors or the participation of women, 
that a large number of women inexperi- 
enced in business would be thrust into 
the service, that a mixed jury would be 
deadlocked because men jurors would 
yield to the opinion of women simply be- 
cause they were women and that women 
as a whole do not want to serve. 

Senator William J. Hickey of Erie 
County, examining the petition from this 
county’s bar association, discovered that 
the paper contained but 192 names 


whereas there are 1,200 lawyers in that 


county. He announced himself as in 


favor of the Mastick bills and pledged his 


vote in committee and in the Senate. 
John T. Mahon, representing the Onon- 

daga County bar association and speak- 

ing, as he said, “for myself” and “nearly 


all trial lawyers,” propounded the follow- 


ing points: 


“J. Trial lawyers now have a suffi- 


ciently hard job trying cases on the evi- 


dence. No man can understand a woman’s 
reasoning or present facts to her which 


she will undestand.” 


“2, So far, it is a man’s job to try law- 
suits. No woman here has the slimmest 
chance to serve on a jury. You wouldn’t 
be picked by a lawyer. No lawyer wants 


an intelligence as great as his in listening 
to facts. The women for whom you are 


By Anne Harbottle Whittic, . * . 
Chairman of the New York State Branch 
of the National Woman's Party 


speaking do not want to serve on juries.” 

“3. As representative of the bar asso- 
ciations I have a selfish viewpoint.” 

“4, Justice has not broken down. 
Women asked for the vote because they 
thought politics had broken down. This 
is not true of justice.” 

“5. Litigants are preponderately male. 
We have to appeal to jurors with regard 
to knowledge of such things as automobile 
insurance, real estate—few women own 
real estate—and I have never seen a case 
where women were needed on a jury. 
Those things such as are brought up in 
women’s and children’s courts, having to 
do with effeminate legislation, might have 
women as jurors. We would not object 
to that.” 

(Subsequent investigation has disclosed 
that no action or poll has ever been taken 
by the Onondaga Bar Association as re- 
gards jury service for women.) 

Mr. Harry C. Mizen, of the bar of 
Oswego County, counseled delay in action 
on these bills until there shall be pub- 
lished some information as to whether or 
not service by women in the States where 
women serve had proved worth while. He 
declared that no women had ever fared 
badly at the hands of men jurors, and 
cited a poll of twenty married women and 
twenty school teachers taken by an up- 
State women’s club in each of which nine- 
teen women participated, ten _ being 
against and nine for jury service for 
women. 

Argument by proponents of the bills 
was opened by Mrs. L. E. Whittic, chair- 
man of the New York State Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party. She said, in 
part: “To ask you to extend the duty 
of jury service to women in this State is 
to invite you to no new experiment. 
Women are today eligible as jurors in 


22 States, the District of Columbia and 


the three provinces of Alaska. Women 
have served on juries in States of the 
Union since 1898, when Utah initiated 
the experiment. After thirteen years 
Washington followed. Previous to woman 
suffrage four other States, Kansas, Ne- 
vada, California and Michigan, adopted 
it. With the Nineteenth Amendment 
came seven more States into the women 
jurors column. In the next year, 1921, 
seven more. In 1927, the District of 


Columbia and Rhode Island. Last No- 
vember, by referendum of the people, IIli- 
nois was added. 

“In 12 of these States this right was 
secured by act of Legislature, in one by 
referendum, in nine by declaration of the 
attorney general: or the courts that eligi- 
bility became automatic with the right to 
vote. 

“Service by women is permissive in 
some States or optional, or there are spe- 
cial exemptions for mothers with young 
children. In nine States, however, women 
serve on the same terms as men, 

“It is a mandatory law that women are 
seeking in New York. A proposal that 
there be added to the Mastick bills a 
clause exempting ‘persons necessarily en- 
gaged at home in the care of their chil- 
dren under 10 years of age or of aged or 
invalided persons’ was rejected by the 
supporting groups. It -was pointed out 
that any apparent advantage of such an 
exemption is offset by a provision already 
in the jury law, as follows: A citizen may 
be exempted ‘if, for any reason, the in- 
terest of the people or of the juror will 
be materially affected by such service; 
or the health of the public or of the juror 
will be injured by his presence; or he is 
personally incapacitated, for any reason, 
for exercising the obligations of a juror.’ 

“Maine, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa 
and California are States making jury 
service mandatory for women. It will be 
noted that this list includes the most im- 
portant and populous States. 

“It is expected that a women jurors’ bill 
which barely missed enaction in Missouri 
last winter will pass this year. Women 
are asking the Legislature to outstrip 
Missouri by action at this session to make 
New York the twenty-third woman juror 
State.” 

Mrs. Leslie J. Tompkins, legislative 
chairman of the New York League of 
Women Voters followed. She said: “It 
is interesting to see gentlemen with such 
a mid-Victorian point of view. Are 
women all cloistered nuns, that they are 
not the least aware of what the world is 


_like today?” 


Mrs. Theresa Phillips of Princeton, 
N. J., who has served as a grand jury 
foreman in that State, was introduced by 
Mrs. Tompkins. 

“The right of jury service was granted 
New Jersey women in 1920,” she ex- 
plained, “and they serve in all counties 
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except Essex, where the sheriff says he 
has put women on a pedestal. Pedestals 
are no longer in style. To fight extension 
of jury service to women because of the 
evidence they might have to hear is ab- 
surd. Women are in all branches of social 
welfare work. In New Jersey women have 
been satisfactory in all cases. They have 
also been proved invaluable in cases in- 
volving wayward girls, juveniles and dis- 
rupted domestic relations.” 

Jane Norman Smith, speaking for the 
National Woman’s Party, called attention 
to the questionnaire sent out by the New 
York State Branch nine years ago to 
attorney generals of States where women 
serve on juries on the same terms as men, 
and quoted the attorney generals of Iowa, 
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, IIli- 
nois, Maine, California, New Jersey and 
Michigan as saying that women had been 
most satisfactory as jurors in all cases, 
civil and criminal; that they were willing 
to serve and had not asked for exemption 
to the same extent that men had asked for 
it. She also read replies from the attor- 
ney generals of these States to a ques- 
tionnaire sent to them by Mrs. Whittic 
within the last month, showing that wom- 
en are most desirable as jurors. 

Olive Stott Gabriel, president of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers, 


and member of the State Bar Association, 
said she would be ashamed of her organi- 
zation if it had taken the position taken 
by the local men’s bar associations. She 
reviewed the position of women today and 
said: “There is no equality where some 
citizens are denied privileges and respon- 
sibilities not denied other citizens. It 
has been said here that women do not 
want to serve on juries. This is a measure 
endorsed by every women’s organization 
in the State of New York—every impor- 
‘tant organization. I speak also for the 
State and City Federation of Women's 
Clubs.” 

Annie Matthews, former Registrar of 
New York City, said that a great deal of 
real estate is in the hands of women; that 
her former office had to do with real 
estate transactions. “To say that women 
are not clamoring for jury service has 
nothing to do with the case. Men are 
certainly not clamoring for it. If they 
could not serve, you would not find as 
many men as there are women here to 
ask for it. You are really standing in the 
way of genuine administration of justice. 
A jury is not supposed to bring technical 
knowledge but to represent the common 
ordinary judgment of a community.” 

Rhoda Fox Graves, only woman mem- 
ber of the Legislature, said: “This bill 
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has been here eleven years. It is a real 
antique. Perhaps that is why you are 
loathe to part with it.” (Much laughter. ) 
“That is the best line we have heard in 
the Legislature this year,” said Senator 
George R. Fearson, the chairman. 

Mary Hamilton, New York City’s first 
policewoman, who has been working on 
cases of framing of women, said: “I am 
surprised to hear that ‘justice is not 
breaking down!’ There hasn’t been a con- 
viction of a man for rape in twenty years.” 

Mrs. Frederick Stuart Greene, appear. 
ing for the New York State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, questioned Senator 
Westall whether he based his decision 
against jury service for women on whether 
men want women to serve or whether 
women want to serve. “In eleven years,” 


She said, “have any women’s organizations 


opposed it?” 

“Not that I know of,” he replied. I 
know a great many women who do not 
want to serve. I am of the same opinion 
I held eleven years ago, and I will vote 
against reporting it out. My reason is 
that 90 per cent. of the people of the State 
are against having women jurors.” 

When the hearing was closed more than 
fifty organizations of women had regis- 
tered with the secretary of the committee 
as in favor of the Mastick bills. 


International Organizations Invited to Appoint Delegates 


introduced by Mr. José Matos, mem- 

ber of the Council of the League of 
Nations for Guatemala, and adopted by 
the Council on January 24, 1931, the Sec- 
retary-General has issued an invitation 
to the International Council of Women, 
the International Woman Suffrage A\l- 
liance, the Women’s International League 


[: ACCORDANCE with the resolution 


for Peace and Freedom, the Inter-Ameri- | 


can Commission of Women, the Equal 
Rights International, the World Women’s 
Union, the All-Asian Congress of Women, 
the International Federation of Univer- 
sity Women, and the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, asking them to ap- 
point members to the League Committee 
of Women on Nationality. 

It is understood that the committee 
will have its first meeting in Geneva April 
8 to 15. 

The text of the letter is as follows: 


Geneva, February 13, 1931. 
The President, 
The Inter-American Commission of 
Women, 
Hotel de Russie. 
Geneva. 


MapaM : 

At its meeting of January 24, 1931, the 
Council of the League of Nations adopted 
the following resolution which was sub- 
mitted to it by the Representatives of 
Guatemala, Peru and Venezuela (see an- 


nexed copy of the minutes of the Coun- 
cil’s meeting) : 


“The Council, 

“Decides to place on the agenda of 
the next session of the Assembly the 
question of the continued study of 
the nationality of women, and 

“Requests the Secretary-General to 
submit to the Assembly a report on 
the question after consultation of the 
following organizations which have 
been specially concerned with the na- 
tionality of women: 

“The International Council of 
Women, the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance, the Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Inter-American Com- 

- mission of Women, the Equal Rights 
International, the All-Asian Congress 
of Women, the International Federa- 
tion of University Women, the 
Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion. 

“The Secretary-General might, if 
he thinks fit, request the above-named 
organizations to set up a committee 
consisting of two representatives of 
each organization with the task of 
formulating joint proposals to be at- 
tached to the report to be submitted 
to the Assembly.” 


I feel that the procedure contemplated 
in the last paragraph of the above resolu- 


tion furnishes the most convenient method 
by which the organizations mentioned in 
the resolution can be consulted and their 
views placed before the Assembly. 


I have accordingly the honor to invite 
your organization to be so good as to 
place itself in communication with the 
other organizations with a view to the 
establishment of the committee provided 
for by the Council’s resolution. 


It would be desirable that any pro- 
posals which the committee desires to 
put forward should be placed in my hands 
not later than July 1 in order that they 
may be circulated to the Governments 
before the commencement of the Assem- 
bly’s session. 


. In view of the importance of the dis- 
cussions on the question of the nationality 
of married women which took place at 
the conference held at The Hague in 
March-April, 1930, I have pleasure in 
placing at the disposal of your organiza- 
tion a copy in French and English of: 


1. Bases of discussion concern- 
ing the question of nationality pre- 
pared for the Conference by the 
Preparatory Committee (Document 
C©.73.M.38.1929.V) in which will be 
found the replies of the governments 
to the questionnaire sent to them by 
the Preparatory Committee and the 
opinion expressed by the Prepara- 
tory Committee itself; 
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2. Minutes of the Nationality Com- 
mittee of the Conference; 

3. Minutes of the plenary sessions 
of the Conference. 


These documents are being sent to you 
under separate cover. 

If the committee so desires, I shall, on 
being informed of the place and date of 
its meeting, be glad to consider the possi- 


Democrats Defeat Jury Service 


ARYLAND women received a 
Mi severe blow from the leaders of 

the Democratic Party on Tues- 
day, March 10, when their bill for jury 
service was turned down by a vote of 
3 to 1 from a legislature almost solidly 
Democratic. 

There is no doubt that the repercussions 
from this defeat will produce unpleasant 
results throughout the State to the Demo- 
cratic Party which was entirely respon- 
sible for the passage or non-passage of 
the bill. 

The measure was sponsored by a Com- 
mittee of One Thousand Women, the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and the 
Maryland Branch of the Nafiénal Wom- 
an’s Party. Though opposed by a solid 
wall of Democratic leaders, including the 
Governor, the Speaker of the House, the 
Democratic floor leader and the chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee, the bill 
was introduced by Delegate Farrington, 
Democrat of Montgomery County, by re- 
quest, and was given a hearing in the 
House Chamber to a packed house. Mrs. 
John L. Whitehurst, president of the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs and 
chairman of the Committee of One Thou- 
sand, presided and introduced chairmen 
of various clubs from different sections 
of the State showing the State-wide de- 
mand from organized women. 

Helen Sherry, legislative chairman of 
the Federation of Women’s Clubs, Rabbi 
Israel, who spoke for the men of Mary- 
land, and Rebecca Greathouse, Assistant 


Women in Congress i) HE “women’s 


bloc” in the 

Public Ledger, 
f Represen- 
Philadelphia, Pa., House o presen 


tatives, never strong 
numerically, will 
lose one-third of its 
members with the adjournment of Con- 
gress tomorrow. In other words, three of 
the nine Congresswomen will not return 
for the next session. Mrs. Ruth Hanna 
McCormick of Illinois gave up her mem- 
bership in a futile effort to win promotion 
to the Senate. Mrs. Katherine Langley of 
Kentucky was defeated for re-electjon. 
Mrs. Pearl Oldfield of Arkansas is simply 
“homesick” and retires voluntarily. Of 


bility of placing an official of the Secre- 
tariat at its disposal for the purpose of 
supplying to it any further information 
which the Secretariat may be in a posi- 
tion to furnish. 

If it is proposed to hold the meeting 
in Geneva I shall be glad, if circumstances 
allow, to place a room in the Secretariat 
at its disposal. It would not be possible 
for me to offer any assistance for the 


United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, all made a profound impres- 
sion upon their hearers. 

The antis were given their hearing the 
following week. Notwithstanding the fact 
that there were quite a few misstatements 
of facts, the chairman of the Judiciary 
refused to grant Mrs. Sherry even a few 
moments in which to make a rebuttal. 


On March 10, without being amended, 
the bill was reported out of committee 
with an unfavorable report. 


No sooner was it announced by the 
reader than the House galvanized into 
attention. Delegate Jonathan Sleeman 
moved to substitute the bill for the un- 
favorable report. Immediately about a 
dozen members jumped to their feet and 
demanded a roll call. Before the roll 
could be called, however, Delegate Lulu E. 
Boucher of Alleghany—the one woman 
member who says she is at Annapolis in 
the interests of women — asked for the 
floor. In a brief, impassioned plea she 
urged the Legislature to bring Maryland 
up to date and to go on record as the 
twenty-third State granting jury service 
to women. 

Delegate Ward of Somerset then ap- 
pealed to the members for the right of 
Maryland women to enter the judicial 
system and asked that the Legislature 
recognize them as being as intelligent and 
capable as their sisters in the adjoining 
States. 


Delegate Miller of Washington also 


Press Comment 


the three, Mrs. Langley is the only one 
said to be contemplating a comeback. 
This reduction in the women’s repre- 
sentation in Congress makes still more 
uncertain the realization of political 
hopes entertained when national suffrage 
was conferred upon them a little more 
than ten years ago. The number of Con- 
gresswomen may not again reach the 
present mark for several years, and no 
woman has succeeded in entering the 
Senate by election. But some political 
observers concede Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen, 
now a Representative, a good chance of 
being elected Senator from Florida, and 
if she succeeds where Mrs. McCormick 


Equal Rights 


secretarial work of the committee, but 
this can no doubt be provided without 
difficulty by the organizations concerned. 
I am addressing a similar letter to 
each of the organizations named in the 
Council’s resolution. 
I have the honor to be, Madam, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. AVENOL, 
Secretary-General. 


in Maryland 


spoke for the bill. Delegate Conway of 
Baltimore announced that he had an 
amendment ready to offer at the right 
time which would allow those women who 
desired to serve on juries to register. 
Delegate Popp of Alleghany said he would 
favor such an amendment. 

Delegate Matthews of Charles County 
said, “I am against it. Eve made man 
swallow an apple and now these women 
are coming down here and trying to make 
us swallow a political plum.” 

Delegate Metzerott of Prince George’s 
and Alexander of Baltimore County both 
rose to speak but the Speaker recognized 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
who asked that the unfavorable report be 
adopted without further discussion “as 
this bill has been discussed by the mem- 
bers of the House more than any other 
bill of the session.” 

The roll call was announced and the 
vote produced: 13 Democrats for; 74 
Democrats against; 16 Republicans for; 
12 Republicans against. 

The six members of the fourth district 
kept their pre-election promise to the 
Business and Professional Women’s Coun- 
cil and voted for the bill. Unfortunately 
for the bill and the members themselves, a 
number of others forgot their pre-election 
promises and voted against the bill. The 
vote finished a strenuous campaign equal 
almost to that of suffrage days. News- 
papers, city and county, radios, tele- 
phones, telegraphs and mails were kept 
busy up to the last day. 


failed, her achievement would probably 
act as a powerful stimulant to the politi- 
cal ambitions of American women. 


What Women 
Are Doing 


ATIONAL 

Business Wom- 
en’s Week is being 
observed under the 
auspices of the Na- 
tional Federation 
of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs. Every week, 
however, mere man hears what the women 
are doing either in the home or in the 
shop. It won’t hurt to refresh the general 
public’s mind on the accomplishments of 


Morning Sentinel, 
Orlando, Florida, 
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women in national affairs and in business, 
as shown by the appended illuminating 
information : 

Six of the 48 Secretaries of State are 
women. 

Three States have women treasurers. 

Six State superintendents of education 
are women. 

Seven States have women as State li- 
brarians. 

Fifty-one women are serving as county 
superintendents of public instructions in 
one State. 

One State—Ohio—can claim a woman 
as justice of the Supreme Court. 

Women’s business transactions are so 
rapidly assuming a par with those of men, 
Alice Foote MacDougall not long ago 
signed a lease for restaurant quarters in- 
volving $1,000,000. Mrs. George R. Van 


Contrasts 
ie THIS country women are selfish if 
they work; in Russia they are “loafers” 
if they don’t — according to prevailing 
views. In the United States they are try- 
ing to take women’s jobs away from them 
—the Government doesn’t seem to mind; 
in Russia they work or starve— and some 
of our statesmen are very much excited 
about that. | 

Senator Park Trammell of Florida re- 
cently had inserted in the Congressional 
Record a press dispatch from Moscow 
concerning the necessity of women’s 
working. The story reads: 

“A nation-wide reorganization of its 
agricultural labor forces and marshaling 
of every available hand in an effort to 
speed up productivity of its vast collective 
farms was ordered today by the Soviet 
collective farm central committee here 
(Moscow). 

“Standing squarely on a basis of ‘work 
or starve,’ the committee prescribed a 
definite amount of daily work to its 25,- 
000,000 peasant members, specifying that 
women as well as men must bend their 
backs to harder toil.” 

Grim and sinister—but equality withal. 


For Education 
IR RABINDRANATH TAGORE, the 
great Indian poet and educator, seeks 
further freedom and greater advantages 
in education for the women of his coun- 
try. “If the women could have proper 
education,” he said, while in this country 
recently, “there would be a great future 
for our country. Women have wonderful 
courage and a power of self-sacrifice and 
devotion that is unique. Through the 
emancipation of their rights we will have 
great results. I wish to leave as my last 


gift to our women the gift of education.” 

Dr. Tagore told educators who visited 
him here of the growth of the university 
at Bengal, the only co-educational insti- 
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Namee, wife of the Public Service Com- 
missioner of New York City, who is presi- 
dent of the House of Flowers, a big retail 
florist business on Fifth Avenue, topped 
Mrs. MacDougall’s achievement by nego- 
tiating a lease involving an expenditure 
of $5,355,000, the largest lease, it is said, 
which was ever executed by a woman in 
this country. 

Throughout Florida this week special 


programs, meetings and banquets are be- 


ing held by the women’s clubs. One rea- 
son America is great is because of her 
sterling womanhood—an influence which 
has cleansed political life, freshened and 
strengthenéd business and industry, and 
directed man to nobler endeavors not only 
in the home, but in his vocation. What 
other nations have lost by slighting wom- 
en has been America’s gain. 


Feminist Notes 


tution in India, and expressed the hope 
that he might be able to found a separate 
university for the women of India before 
he died. He lamented the whole educa- 
tional system of India as “defective.” 


Jobs for Wives 
HERE’S no unemployment problem in 
Soviet Russia, with men taking jobs 
away from women, or wanting and trying 
to, it is reported. 
The Soviet Party is seeking to recruit 


women, to take them from their household © 


duties and train them in various special- 
ties in order to interest them in industry 
and to solve the labor problem—which is 
too much work, too few workers. 

Pravda, the official organ of the Com- 
munist Party, announces that more than 
2,000,000 additional workers are needed 
in 1931 to carry on the huge projects of 
the five-year plan, and it adds that women 
are available “since there are more than 
6,000,000 wives, daughters, and mothers 
in Moscow alone who are engaged exclu- 
sively in household duties.” Pravda solves 
the problem of child-care by the establish- 
ment of nurseries and kindergartens for 
the children. 

And it says, “Finally, abolition of all 


‘elements of economic inequality between 


men and women, which still exist as a 
heritage of the past, should be sought.” 


Adventuring Women 
N adventurous career for women! 
Patroling the Appalachians as 
mounted nurses. 

Five years ago, Mary Breckinridge be- 
gan this organization, the Frontier Nurs- 
ing Service, with two nurses. Now it 
has grown to a staff of twenty-six, with 
eight district nursing centers and a hos- 
pital of eighteen beds. 

The nurses make their rounds on horse- 
back throughout 700 square miles of Ken- 
tucky forests and hills. They operate, 
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Woman HEN opening 
Discovered! a new hall in 
(England) 


chester, recently, 
Dr. Barnes, the 
Bishop of Birming- 
ham, in defending the Victorian era, in 
which the school was founded, as a great 
age which produced the pre-Raphaelite 
painters, the greatest English novelists, 
scientists who would be significant figures 
in the history of human thought many 
centuries hence, and great statesmen who 
had a genuine regard for liberty, de- 
clared: “Perhaps the greatest discovery 
of the nineteenth century was the value 
of the educated woman, and its greatest 
achievement that it began the education 
of women.” 


December 12, 1930. 


they attend women in childbirth, care for 
the sick, safeguard babies and small chil- 
dren, arrange dental and medical clinics, 
and work with the national and State 
authorities in preventing disease and ob- 
taining a health education for the moun- 
tain population. 

The last frontiersmen of the country, 
about 15,000,000 strong, are found in the 
Appalachians, the Ozarks, Alleghanies 
and Rockies, according to Ann Winslow, 
executive secretary of the New York com- 
mittee of the service. The frontier life 
is especially hard on the mothers, and 
care for them is perhaps the principal 
interest of the nurses. 

In the past five years, the nurses have 
cared for more than 2,000 babies and 
small children, 2,000 older children, 900 
maternity cases, and more than 1,400 
cases of sickness. They have given 25,000 
inoculations against typhoid, diphtheria, 
smallpox, and influenza, They have sent 
people to hospitals in distant cities, and 
have brought specialists to the moun- 
tains. They have even chlorinated wells 
and fought hook worm. 

Two more nursing units in the Ken- 
tucky mountains are now being planned 
by the organization, which has received 
more than $400,000 in donations in five 
years, 


Homemakers Recognized 

BILL just passed by the Dutch Par- 

liament grants wives a legal right 
to a proportion of their husband’s earn- 
ings for the upkeep of the household, and 
it was a woman member of the Parlia- 
ment, Mrs. Bakker Nort, who succeeded 
in having the bill passed. 


Pediatrist Honored 
R. NAGEOTTE, the first woman ad- 
mitted to the French Societé de 


Pediatrie, has been elected president for 
1931. 


| 


56 


Lady Balfour 
ADY FRANCES BALFOUR, long an 
ardent worker in the Feminist move- 
ment in England, died in London on Feb- 
ruary 25 at the age of 73. In her death 
great loss is dealt to English women in 
their fight for equality. 

After women secured the vote in Eng- 
land, Lady Balfour devoted much of her 
time to seeking equality for women in 
divorce legislation, and in industry, and 
in society. 

She was a well-known writer, having 
published many interesting memoirs, and 
was an excellent public speaker. Among 
her many offices in various societies, she 
particularly treasured the memory of her 
past presidency of the London Society of 
the National Union of Women Suffrage 
Societies. 


News from the Field 


Supreme Court to Decide 

¢¢"T° HE Massachusetts Branch of the 

- National Woman’s Party is up- 
holding and will continue to support 
actively Genevieve Welosky’s right to a 
trial by a jury of her peers,” says Mrs. 
A. L. Movius, chairman of the Massachu- 
setts Branch of the Woman’s Party, in a 


statement given out recently. 


“The case of the Commonwealth vs. 
Genevieve Welosky is a test-case in our 
campaign for jury service for women in 
Massachusetts,” continued Mrs. Movius, 
who says that for more than a year her 
organization has been working on the 
case. 

Mrs. Welosky was prosecuted by Dis- 
trict Attorney Foley in the Suffolk Coun- 
ty Court on a charge of keeping and ex- 
posing liquor for sale. She was found 
guilty and fined $50. Her counsel ob- 
jected on the ground that no women were 
permitted to serve on the jury. The ob- 
jection was overruled, but the Judge per- 
mitted counsel to reserve right to appeal 
the case on exceptions. 

“This case will be taken to the highest 
authority in the State,” Mrs. Movius de- 
clares. “Mr. George E. Roewer has been 
retained by the National Woman’s Party 
to take the case to the Supreme Court. 
Mrs. Welosky, like all other women tried 
in our courts, has been denied an impar- 
tial jury; since the jurors, although 
otherwise competent, were not drawn im- 
partially by lot from the whole body of 


citizens of Suffolk County. Let us not 


forget that all persons of the sex of the 

defendant were illegally and without au- 

thority of law struck off and omitted from 
the list.” 

Hearing Held on Waitresses’ Bill 

HEARING on the Kirkland-Jenks 

bill to amend the New York law to 

give women restaurant workers the right 


Her spirited reply to a remark that 
“woman neither inspires nor creates,” 
made by Premier Mussolini in 1927, is 
typical of Lady Balfour. She said: 

“It seems rather hard to abuse women 
for not creating when the race continues 
through them. One woman must have 
been concerned in creating even Musso- 
lini.” 


Insurance Broker 
AUD BRUNTON is not merely the 
only woman insurance broker in 
Scotland, but is a tremendously success- 
ful broker as well. She employs ten as- 
sistants, all women. 

Her principal office is in Edinburgh, 
but two years ago the increase in her 
business caused her to open a_ branch 
office in Aberdeen. 


to work after 10 P. M. and before 6 A. M.., 
was held before the Senate and Assembly 
Committees on Labor and Industries on 
March 3. 

The bill was introduced at the request 
of women restaurant workers and has 
been before the Legislature for several! 
years. 

Anne Harbottle Whittic, New York 
State chairman of the Woman’s Party, 
Grace Kay Long, vice-chairman, and Jane 
Norman Smith, appeared for the Wom- 
an’s Party in support of the bill, together 
with Anne Birrell Clark, representing the 
Business and Professional Women’s Legis- 
lative Council of New York, and Mrs. 
McCune, representing the Women’s State 
Republican Committee. 

The committee was urged by all of the 
speakers to report the bill from commit- 
tee. It was pointed out that the present 
law discriminates against women and 
denies them equal opportunity with men 
in earning their livelihood; that women 
newspaper writers and reporters, -prini- 
ers, linotype operators, and proof-readers, 
women ticket agents on railroads, and 
women pharmacists have demanded and 
finally secured exemptions from the pro- 
visions of the night work law; that there 
is no logical reason why women restau- 
rant workers should not receive exemp- 
tions; that there is something funda- 
mentally wrong with a law which has 
required sO many exemptions. 

Mrs. Long read a list of the women’s 
organizations in New York which have 
gone on record as being opposed to special 
labor laws for women: 


National Woman’s Party, National 
Association of Women Lawyers, Zonta 
Clubs of New York City, Brooklyn, Al- 
bany and Syracuse, Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Legislative Council of 
New York, Brooklyn Women’s Bar Asso- 
ciation, Brooklyn- Manhattan Transit 


Equal Rights 


First in Egypt 
EINABL KAMEL has just been ap- 
pointed a professor in the faculty of 
science at Cairo University and is the 
first Egyptian woman to hold such a posi- 
tion. She holds a master’s degree in 
science from London University. 


Mozart Interpreter 
STHER JOHNSON of Michigan, 
claimed by many to be the greatest 
living interpreter of Mozart’s music, re- 
cently was granted the honor of playing 
his piano in the Salzburg Museum in Aus- 
tria. 


A Home Job 
OMEN window-washers are reported 
as developing strong competition 
with men window cleaners in Paris. 


Women’s League, New York State, New 
York City, and Brooklyn Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, Women’s Press Club of New York 
City, American Alliance of Civil Service 
Women, the League of Advertising Wom- 
en, the New Yorkers, Women’s Equal Op- 
portunity League, Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association of the F. G. Shattuck 
Company, Legislative League of New 
York, Brooklyn Women’s Constitutiona! 
Hoover-Curtis Committee, New York 
State Women’s Republican Club. 


Speakers for the opposition were Mr. 
Koveleski and Betty Hawley of the State 
I’ederation of Labor, Frieda Miller, chair- 
man of the Bureau of Women in Industry. 
State Department of Labor, Miss Leslie of 
the Women’s Trade Union League, and 
Florence Kelley of the Consumers’ League. 


Mr. Koveleski said: “The State Fed- 
eration of Labor is opposed to this biil. 
There are now 4,500 unemployed restau- 
rant men walking the streets of Buffalo. 
If this bill should pass, there will be sev- 
eral thousand more.” He then called upon 


‘several men, members of a union of men 


waiters, to arise in opposition to the bill. 


Ask Exemption Clause Repeal 
ARA ALGEDO, chairman of the Rhode 
Island Branch of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, reports that the branch is 
supporting a measure to repeal the clause 


exempting women from jury service. Ac- 


cording to Mrs. Algeo, the officials have 
not been summoning women for service, 
the excuse for their failure being the spe- 
cial exemption. 
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